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Handout for Lecture Seven—Nature
Aldo Leopold grew up in Burlington, Iowa, attended the Yale School of Forestry, got a job working for the U.S. Forest Service in the Arizona and New Mexico territories in 1909, then in 1924 accepted an appointment from the University of Wisconsin to be the first professor of game management.
Leopold’s A Sand County Almanac was published posthumously in 1949. It consists of essays that Leopold wrote and rewrote for many years. It has sold over 2 million copies and may be the most influential book on conservation ever written.
Quotes from Leopold: 
“A thing is right when it tends to preserve the integrity, stability, and beauty of the biotic community. It is wrong when it tends otherwise.”
“Conservation is a state of harmony between men and the land.” 
“It is inconceivable to me that an ethical relation to land can exist without love, respect, and admiration for land.”
“When we see land as a community to which we belong, we may begin to use it with love and respect.”
“If the individual has a warm personal understanding of land, he will perceive of his own accord that it is something more than a breadbasket. He will see land as a community of which he is only a member, albeit now a dominant one. He will see beauty, as well as the utility, of the whole, and know the two cannot be separated. We love . . . what we have learned to understand.” 
“Our ability to perceive quality in nature begins, as in art, with the pretty. It expands through successive stages of the beautiful to values as yet uncaptured by language.”
“Recreational development is a job, not of building roads into lovely country, but of building receptivity into the still unlovely human mind.”
“We shall never achieve harmony with the land, any more than we shall achieve absolute justice or liberty for people. In these higher aspirations, the important thing is not to achieve but to strive.”

Simone Weil (Essay on the Notion of Reading):
“The sky, the sea, the sun, the stars, human beings, everything around us is likewise only something we read. . .. If in the evening, on a deserted road, instead of a tree I think I see a man waiting to ambush me, a threatening human presence forces itself on me, and makes me shudder even before I know what is going on; I approach, and suddenly everything is different; I do not shudder, I read a tree and not a man. There is no appearance and interpretation; a human presence had penetrated through my eyes to my soul, and now, suddenly, it is the presence of a tree.”

“War, politics, rhetoric, art, teaching, every action directed towards others is essentially about changing what men read.”

Henry David Thoreau (Walden, or Life in the Woods):  
	“You only need sit still long enough in some attractive spot in the woods that 	all its inhabitants may exhibit themselves to you by turns.”


Discussion Questions
1. What do you love most about nature?
2. Where do you most often encounter the natural world?
3. What are some things you can do to learn more about what you love?
