
VITERBO UNIVERSITY

SUMMERCommencementCommencement

Friday, June 25, 2021 
1 p.m.





Prayer of St. Francis

Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace.

Where there is hatred, let me sow love.

Where there is injury, pardon.

Where there is doubt, faith.

Where there is despair, hope.

Where there is darkness, light.

And where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek

To be consoled as to console.

To be understood as to understand.

To be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive.

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned.

And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
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Congratulations Viterbo University’s Class of 2021

Today you join a family of over 23,000 Viterbo University alumni around the globe. You are lifelong mem-
bers of Viterbo’s Alumni Association. In your graduation kits, you received an alumni pin and I want you 
to consider what it represents. Your little pin symbolizes several years of sacrifice, focus, selflessness, 
and commitment to earn your degree. It represents lifelong friendships, faith that has grown stronger, 
and a future without boundaries.

Remember this does not end your connection to Viterbo University. While this occasion is monumental, it 
is but one step in a lifelong journey of faithful service and ethical leadership. As an alumnus/a of Viterbo 
University, you are forever a member of the Viterbo community; regardless of where God’s hand leads you.

On behalf of Viterbo University’s Alumni Board of Directors, I would like to warmly welcome you into 
Your Viterbo Alumni Association. Know that your alumni association is here to serve you today and on 
every step along life’s journey. I hope you are as proud as I am to be a graduate of Viterbo University. 
Once again, congratulations!

Kathy Duerwachter ‘10 
Director, Alumni Engagement
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Mission

The Viterbo University community 
prepares students for faithful service 

and ethical leadership.

Identity

Founded by the Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual 
Adoration, Viterbo is a Catholic, Franciscan 

University in the liberal arts tradition.

Viterbo Alma Mater
Words and music by Joyce Grill
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Academic Regalia

The University Seal

Using symbols and 
words, the university 
seal reveals the rich 
history of Viterbo 
based on mission and 
purpose. The original 

seal, which has twice 
been slightly modified, was 

created in the early 1960s by Imogene Thiele, FSPA, a 
member of the art department.

Designed according to the science of heraldry, the 
shield located in the center of the seal contains a 
wealth of information. Clockwise from upper right: 
the cross symbolizes Christian identity; the wavy 
lines portray the Black, La Crosse, and Mississippi 
 Rivers, which join forces in La Crosse to provide 
 Viterbo with its unique geographic location; the 
torch of learning symbolizes the chief function of the 
 university; the rose honors St. Rose of Viterbo, the 

patron saint of the Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual 
Adoration, the founders of Viterbo.

Beyond the shield, the word “knowledge” is retained 
from a very early Viterbo motto taken from the  Bible: 
“Teach me goodness, discipline and knowledge” 
(Ps. 118:66). Later “faith” and “service” were added to 
complete the virtues to be embodied in a liberal arts 
education.

The final elements contain basic information specific 
to Viterbo’s location, in La Crosse, where the mission 
of Viterbo University began in 1890. Two small tau 
crosses are to be found in the outermost ring, pro-
claiming the Franciscan heritage of Viterbo. The tau 
was the standard cross in the days of St. Francis, and 
it is formed by the Greek letter “T.”

With its rich symbolism, the university seal is a con-
stant reminder of Viterbo’s past as well as a guide to 
the future for all who are here today.

History

The academic dress worn today for ceremonial occa-
sions originated in the universities of the Middle Ages 
when classrooms were unheated and the academic 
gown and hood kept scholars warm. It became a 
distinctive symbol of academic pursuit, setting the 
academic apart from the non-academic, hence the 
phrase “gown versus town.”

The gown was standardized in the U.S. in 1894 when 
the American Intercollegiate  Commission determined 
that all robes would be black. The master’s robe is 
distinguishable by long, closed sleeves; the doctor’s 
gown by a facing of black velvet from the hem to the 
neck and back, with three velvet bands around each 
sleeve above the elbow.

The traditional hood, also black, displays significant 
colors. The lining represents the colors of the univer-
sity granting the wearer’s highest degree. The color 
of the hood facing signifies the individual’s academic 
discipline or school of study.

Although there has been much innovation in gown 
and cap design in recent years, the standard colors 
representing the various academic disciplines have 
remained the same: white (arts and letters), purple 
(law), scarlet (theology), dark blue (philosophy), yel-
low (science), brown (fine arts), pink (music), copper 
(economics), lemon (library science), light brown 
(business), light blue (education), citron yellow (social 
work), golden yellow (mental health counseling), and 
apricot (nursing).
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In 1871, the Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration 
established a flourishing community in La Crosse and 
began to concentrate on preparing their members to 
teach in parochial and mission schools throughout the 
area. This act ultimately led to the founding of what is 
known today as Viterbo University.  Viterbo University 
is named after the city of Viterbo, Italy, the home of St. 
Rose of Viterbo. St. Rose of Viterbo is the patron saint 
of the Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration.

The sisters’ efforts evolved into the St. Rose Normal 
School, accredited by the state in 1890. Since then, the 
university has enjoyed a long and rich tradition of ex-
cellence. Eventually, the normal school evolved into 
St. Rose Junior College (1932), Viterbo College (1939), 
and, finally, Viterbo University (2000).

In 1943, lay women were admitted to Viterbo, and ac-
creditation by the University of Wisconsin occurred in 
1952. Two years later, the university earned accredita-
tion by the North Central Association of Schools, the 
National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Edu-
cation, and the National Association of Schools of Mu-
sic Programs. The health sciences were added in the 
1960s, and accreditation by the National League for 
Nursing, American Medical Records Association, and 
the American Dietetics Association soon followed. 
In 1967, lay persons were invited to join the board of 
directors, and a baccalaureate nursing program was 
initiated. In 1970, Viterbo became coeducational, and, 
in 1972, the first male student received a degree.

Viterbo History

In lieu of the university mace, which is often the tradi-
tional symbol used by institutions of higher learning, 
the San  Damiano Cross has come to represent Viterbo.

The San Damiano Cross is the sacred symbol before 
which Francis of Assisi prayed and heard God’s com-
mission to “rebuild the church.” This icon was painted 
sometime shortly after the first millennium, at a time 
when the authentic humanity of Jesus was becoming 
more appreciated in the faith life of the people. In the 
early centuries of the Christian communities, the di-
vinity and royal priesthood of Jesus was emphasized. 
The San Damiano Cross pictures the luminous figure 
of the resurrected Christ radiating out from a dark 
and deathlike background. He presides over an all- 
inclusive cloud of witnesses: companions and friends, 
souls who have gone before him, and heavenly spirits. 
All of these figures have the hand of God pictured 
over them in a blessing. The crucifix is a distinctive art 

piece used by those who practice a 
 Franciscan spirituality.

The San Damiano Cross is a symbol of 
the Franciscan heritage and identity of 
Viterbo. It attempts 
to stress the prom-
ise by God of a 
future that will 
respond to human hope. It 
affirms the continuity be-
tween the exercise of human 
freedom in this world and 
the final state of things. It 
draws all into the reality of 
God’s life. The San Damiano 
Cross offers a true and contem-
porary symbol for Franciscan 
higher education.

Academic Regalia

The San Damiano Cross

Continued on page 8
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Jaimie Andrews
Platteville, Wis.

Brett Michael Batura
Madison, Wis.

Katelyn May Bisek
Arcadia, Wis.

Talena Rae Bliven
Athens, Wis.

Aimee M. Blomberg
Ogema, Wis.

Erica Marie Boley
West Allis, Wis.

Mandy Jo Branson
Melcher, Iowa

Lauren Elizabeth Brodsky
Arcadia, Wis.

Megan Marie Brown
West Des Moines, Iowa

Amy Jean Caldwell
Eau Claire, Wis.

Kimberly A. Carlson
St. Olaf, Iowa

Teanna Jean Dosch
Madison, Wis.

Lindsay Mary Earhart
Madison, Wis.

Deborah Jean Fessler
Pella, Iowa

Caitlin Kathleen Frawley
Waunakee, Wis.

Lucas Carlyle Gilman
Viroqua, Wis.

Abbi Layne Grapp
Waterloo, Iowa

Dakota Brianne Grattan
Waterloo, Iowa

Chelsea Hanson
Eagle, Wis.

Eric Hanson
Waukee, Iowa

Jilian Elizabeth Heatwole
Nevada, Iowa

Lori Ann Heisdorf
De Pere, Wis.

Jessica Marie Holder
Arcadia, Wis.

Richelle Rene Jochem
Caspian, Mich.

Audrey Grace Johnson
Hudson, Wis.

Heather Marie Kahr
Merrill, Wis.

Brianne Elizabeth Knox
Goodman, Wis.

Jadanna Grace Korth
Fort Atkinson, Wis.

Candidates for Graduation
This program includes the names of students who, at the time of printing, have 
filed a commencement form. The official granting of the degree is made after all 

graduation requirements have been successfully completed and verified.

MASTER OF ARTS IN EDUCATION
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Lindsey Kresge
Wauwatosa, Wis.

Jennifer Lee Kubitz
Waterloo, Iowa

Lindsey Ann Laufenberg
Waunakee, Wis.

Brooke Nicole Layton
Ankeny, Iowa

Brianna Janis Lemke
Kaukauna, Wis.

Daniel Robert Lilla
Trempealeau, Wis.

Elizabeth Mary Luttrell
Mason City, Iowa

Erica Ann Manix
Onalaska, Wis.

Jason Lee Marshall
Lodi, Wis.

Derek Dominic Micke
Wausau, Wis.

Jill Marie Miller
Urbandale, Iowa

Davi Ann Lois Mueller
De Pere, Wis.

Bethany Elaine Nuese
Cedar Falls, Iowa

Benjamin Ryan Olson
La Crosse, Wis.

Caitlin Marie Olson
New Richmond, Wis.

Kelly Jo Olson
Madison, Wis.

Mary Claire Olufs
Rice Lake, Wis.

Chelsey Rae Oswald
Sparta, Wis.

Taylor Prososki
Wausau, Wis.

Jovan Radicevic
Racine, Wis.

Renee A Richardson
Brooklyn, Wis.

Andrea Rose Robinson
Cochrane, Wis.

Carroyl Rose Routier
Grinnell, Iowa

Laura Allyse Sandblom
New Berlin, Wis.

Matthew Scott Schilling
Athens, Wis.

Ashlea Schmitz
Waterloo, Iowa

David Michael Schultz
Green Bay, Wis.

Karissa Anne Seidl
Luxemburg, Wis.

Jenna Nicole Shipman
Rice Lake, Wis.

Benjamin Eric Simmerman
Menomonie, Wis.

Kathryn Irene Skoug
Eleva, Wis.

Nicole Shirley Spencer
Baraboo, Wis.

Ryan J. Sprenger
Appleton, Wis.

Katie Stafford
Altoona, Iowa

Nina Alexandra Swanson
Holmen, Wis.

Emily Elizabeth Thomas
Green Bay, Wis.
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Marina Beatriz Toledo Tofstad
La Crosse, Wis.

Kathryn Grace Towns
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Chad Michael Van Laanen
Little Chute, Wis.

Joseph Alan VanDommelen
Burlington, Wis.

Kelly Marie Vetter
Madison, Wis.

Mandy Anne Volkman
Marshfield, Wis.

Amanda Kristine Wendt
Poynette, Wis.

Drew Marcus White
Eugene, Ore.

Lindsey Rae Wiegman
Geneva, Minn.

Clara Lydia Williamson
Madison, Wis.

Timothy Christopher Wright
Kenosha, Wis.

Mai Kia Yang
Holmen, Wis.

Jordan Lee Young
Melrose, Wis.

Samantha Jean Yozamp
Sun Prairie, Wis.

Anthony John Zayia
Eagle River, Wis.

Cale Zuiker
Marshfield, Wis.

Coby Zwiefelhofer
Fennimore, Wis.

In the ’90s, Viterbo expanded its curriculum again, 
gradually adding five graduate programs, beginning 
with the introduction of a Master of Arts in Education. 
In 2013, Viterbo achieved another milestone when the 
university was granted approval to offer a doctorate 
in nursing practice (DNP). While Viterbo’s academic 
programs were undergoing change, the landscape 
of the campus was also changing. The 1970s and ’80s 
were decades of growth for Viterbo, as the enroll-
ment climbed and new buildings were dedicated (the 
Fine Arts Center in 1971, Brophy Center in 1983, and 
the Student Activities Center in 1987).

During the ’90s and well into the new millennium, this 
expansion continued in an effort to keep pace with 
growing enrollment and to provide students with 

the best possible facilities. Changes to the landscape 
included construction of the D.B. and Marge Reinhart 
Center for Ethics, Science, and Technology, the Amie 
L. Mathy Center for Education and Recreation, the 
School of Nursing Building, Clare Apartments, and 
the major renovations of San Damiano Chapel, and 
Brophy Center, which houses the Dahl School of Busi-
ness. In 2000, Viterbo changed its status from that of a 
college to a university.

Appreciative of its past, confident in the present, and 
optimistic about the future, Viterbo remains commit-
ted to its unique Catholic and Franciscan mission of 
preparing students for faithful service and ethical 
leadership.

Viterbo History continued






