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Librarian H

by Harve Leverenz

Visitors 1o the Viaerbo Colk
lege Lidbrary in Murphy Center
sce him stationed bekind the
chockowt desk four days a
week, from Susday through
Thuriday.

His appearance is as dign»-
fied as the library el His
sandy hawr and beard are ncatly
wimmed. His conservative
clothes ~short-sleeve white
shirt, dark marcon tw, and
dark blue corduroy pants—{in
s slender rmme well,

One might assume from ap-
prarances that library assistant
Bruce Robys personality »
drab, coloriess

However. assumptions cam
somectimes be dangerous. Roby
s 2 man of sirong bediels con-
cerning both the fenction of the
library and bis own fuaction as
libraran

“1 sc¢ the ibrariamship as a
helping profesion,” sasd the
36-year-old Indiana native,
who is married and lives in La
Crosse

Last fall. e succesded Char-
lotte Lemke. Lembe temporar-
iy replaced S. Nona Grover,
who revigned due to health
problems.

For Roby, one of the re.
wards of being a librarian is
“helpang people do what they
cither want or aeed to do In
their (study) program-belping
them to get information.™

Saying that bt belleves peo-
ple are information-poor, he
costinued, “"Owur education
should make us information-
rich We should know bow and
where to get it without having
1o depeod on somebody che ™

Saying behicfs come casily to
Roby. who has made librarian-
ship his carcer, He iy working
om a PhD. in hibrary scicnce
from the University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison. Currently. he s
rescarching o dissertation
which b will defend before a
doctoral commiticc in three to
four years.

"It a long-erm commit-
ment,” Roby san) of the pro-
cows.

Before coming o Viterbo,
Robdy served as a teaching astis-
tant at the UWs libeary school,
as o reference hiasan st UW.
Esue Clakre and as darector of an
Indiana ibrary

“He is a knowled geable. pro-
fesaional librarian,™ library d-
rector S. Frances Clatre Me-
rera said of Roby, “He has a
great interest im learmang,™

Roby beleves learning & &
mears by which people are able
to rsc above their kmitations.

“We grow up lesrning truths
and untrutha™ he said. “The
truths arc always understood
within a context which is the
world as we understand it "™

Usitruths comprise part of
that world. Learning. Roby
continued, allows people to
overcome those untruths,

“In so0 deing.™ he waid, “we
transform  the  world—our
wordd.”

It comes as no suprise, then,
that Roby bebieves in the schol-
anship of Viterdbo's students,
“He likes 10 encourage the sie-
dents to be roal scholars, ™ said
Mezers,

When students visit the -
brary 1o work on progects, sand
Roby, he assumes that those
projects will be more valuable
to students *if the reason they
do it s 1o incresse knowiedge,
not 10 get it done or becuuse
they have to got a grade.”

He charscterized such an in.
crease as 2 form of growth that
contribuies 10 the provess of
maturing. When this happens,
he said. the praject hocome
moce than pust another chass ay-
signment

Roby sees himself as a facili-
tatos, aiding students in their

endeavors rather (han &6 an
authority figure making rules
e students 500 83 URAreasOn-
abie.

"I people come 10 1he lidrary
to study.” Roby said, “thea it
should b 2 place where they
can do tha ™

A mimor comlrovenyy anme
last semester over Roby's en.
forcement of a policy of check-
ing students’ bookbags for un-
registered Books and| o mag-
wrines belore 1hey lefi the I
brary.

LUMEN Co-Editor Monics
Muenster wrote in a November
13 editoral that she beleved
the policy representod an inva-
yion of privacy that threatenesd
the lbrerys  “comfortable,
trusting”™ atmosphere

elps

K

Bruce Roby
In defending the policy.
Roby said, “Books and maga-
rines which “walk out’of the b
brary are Jost books.™
That. he continoed, runs
counter (o the purpose of h.
brarics. which he defined as the
collection. orgamization, and
preservation of information. It
also complicates the librarians
task, a2 he iy wnable to provide
requested informaton
“The anly things we're look-
g lor,” Roby stressed, "o
material which basn't been
checked out. Anything other
than that 1 none of our busi
news”
Such prodlems mide. Roby
ts happy with his positioa at Vi-
terdbo. He harbors no ambition
b serve incither the libtary ol &
Jarper collepe or in 3 public Ii-
brary
“f am extremely comiortable
i scademia,™ he sad. *1 find it
conducive 1o the type of hfe.
siyie | want 1o live
“1 ike the sioe of Viterdo in
terem of the type of mstitution |
would like to work Ia. It very
humanistic and comfornmabie,™
He semied. *1'm not impeess-
od with bigness. 'm mooec m-
pressed with the guality of
scholarshin ©



