Ways of Thinking – Philosophical and Moral Inquiry


Definition:  Courses that meet the Philosophy and Moral Inquiry requirement at Viterbo introduce and cultivate students’ ability to engage in critical questioning about themselves and the world around them. 

Student Learning Outcomes

1. Students will identify, evaluate and construct good philosophical arguments using a variety of different methods and strategies.

Innovative and Critical Reasoning:  Introduces students to forms of reasoning that are critical, creative, logical and systematic, enabling students to assess both the quality of their beliefs and how they should act.  
Typically this outcome is accomplished through teaching students how to a) identify, evaluate and construct good arguments; b) utilize imagination to uncover commonplace assumptions and generate alternatives; c) engage in contemplation and theorizing that is relevant for providing a thorough understanding of human decisions and institutions; d) read and interpret philosophical texts effectively and write about philosophical themes clearly. 

Outcome A) aligns with Critical Thinking and Communication GE learning outcomes (and would also align with ‘Creativity” –if that were an outcome of the core curriculum).

2. Students will evaluate moral beliefs/claims comprehensively and discuss them effectively.

Ethical Reasoning and Moral Theory:  Introduces students to forms of ethical analysis that assess the quality of our moral beliefs, how we should act, and the moral legitimacy of institutions and policies.  
Typically this outcome is accomplished through teaching students how to a) identify moral beliefs/claims; b) evaluate moral beliefs/claims comprehensively; c) recognize and defend the relevancy of ethics and ethical theory for everyday life; d) recognize the typical traps and pitfalls that undermine effective moral decision making; e) publicly engage in productive moral debate.  

Outcome B) aligns with Ethical Reasoning and Moral Development and the Communication GE learning outcomes.

3. Students will analyze complex philosophical problems and understand their relevancy.

Investigate Fundamental Problems of the Human Experience: Introduces students to a number of fundamental philosophical problems concerning the nature, meaning and value of human existence and our place in the universe.  
Typically this outcome is accomplished through teaching students how to a) recognize what qualifies as a philosophical problem; b) understand specific types of conceptual problems and see their relevancy  (for example: mind-body dualism, the problem of freewill-determinism, the existence or non-existence of God, the relationship between mind and reality, the problem of evil, the construction of knowledge, the nature of consciousness); c) recognize and understand the different branches of philosophy and their respective concerns, such as: metaphysics, epistemology, logic, aesthetics, and ethics; d) evaluate the relevancy of philosophical ideas and problems in shaping how we view the world, and the relationship between philosophy and other disciplines.   

Outcome C) aligns with Integrative Learning, and Ethical Reasoning and Moral Development GE learning outcomes.

C:\General Education\Gen ed revision 2008-10\Ways of Thinking\Philosophical and Moral Inquiry\Ways of Thinking PhilosophicalMoralInquiry-3.24.2011.doc

