
Seventy-third 
Spring Commencement

o
Saturday, May Twelfth

Two Thousand and Twelve

Viterbo University
Identity

Founded and sponsored by the Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration,
Viterbo is a Catholic, Franciscan University in the liberal arts tradition.

Mission
The Viterbo University community prepares students

for faithful service and ethical leadership.



o

Prayer of St. Francis

Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace.

Where there is hatred, let me sow love.

Where there is injury, pardon.

Where there is doubt, faith.

Where there is despair, hope.

Where there is darkness, light.

And where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek

To be consoled as to console.

To be understood as to understand.

To be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive.

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned.

And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.

o
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Program
PROCESSIONAL

MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Barbara Gayle, Ph.D., Vice President for Academic Affairs

INVOCATION
Fr. Conrad Targonski, OFM, Viterbo University Chaplain

WELCOME
Richard B. Artman, Ph.D., President

STUDENT ADDRESS
Sarah Lieser ’12

MUSICAL SELECTION
Things That Never Die

Words by Charles Dickens
Music by Lee Dengler

9th Street Singers, Diane Foust, Ed.D., Director

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES
Keith Knutson, Ph.D., Chair, Faculty Council
Sue Batell, Ph.D., Dean, School of Education

AWARDING OF DIPLOMAS
Richard B. Artman

Mary Ann Gschwind, FSPA, Ed.S., Chair, Board of Trustees

CONFERRING OF DEGREES
Richard B. Artman

Congratulatory Remarks
Mary Ann Gschwind, FSPA

ALUMNI WELCOME
Kathleen Duerwachter ’10, Director, Alumni Relations

PRAYER OF ST. FRANCIS
Heather Ladwig ’00, Viterbo Alumni Association President-elect
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alma mater

BENEDICTION
Angela Mensink ’12

RECESSIONAL

As a courtesy to the graduates, all guests are requested to remain in their seats during the ceremony  
and during the recessional until all graduates and faculty have left the main theatre.

o
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o
Commencement Committee
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The University Seal

Using symbols and words, the university seal reveals the rich history of Viterbo based on mission and pur-
pose. The original seal, which has twice been slightly modified, was created in the early 1960s by Imogene 
Thiele, FSPA, a member of the art department.

Designed according to the science of heraldry, the shield located in the center of the seal contains a wealth 
of information. Clockwise from upper right: the cross symbolizes Christian identity; the wavy lines por-
tray the Black, La Crosse, and Mississippi Rivers, which join forces in La Crosse to provide Viterbo with 
its unique geographic location; the torch of learning symbolizes the chief function of the university; the 
rose honors St. Rose of Viterbo, the patron saint of the Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, the 
founders of Viterbo.

Beyond the shield, the word “knowledge” is retained from a very early Viterbo motto taken from the 
Bible: “Teach me goodness, discipline and knowledge” (Ps. 118:66). Later “faith” and “service” were 
added to complete the virtues to be embodied in a liberal arts education.

The final elements contain basic information specific to Viterbo’s location, in La Crosse, Wis., where the 
mission of Viterbo University began in 1890. Two small tau crosses are to be found in the outermost ring, 
proclaiming the Franciscan heritage of Viterbo. The tau was the standard cross in the days of St. Francis, 
and it is formed by the Greek letter “T.”

With its rich symbolism, the university seal is a constant reminder of Viterbo’s past as well as a guide to 
the future for all who are here today.

The San Damiano Cross

In lieu of the university mace, which is often the traditional symbol used by institutions of higher learn-
ing, the San Damiano Cross has come to represent Viterbo.

The San Damiano Cross is the sacred symbol before which Francis of Assisi prayed and heard God’s 
commission to “rebuild the church.” This icon was painted sometime shortly after the first millennium, 
at a time when the authentic humanity of Jesus was becoming more appreciated in the faith life of the 
people. In the early centuries of the Christian communities, the divinity and royal priesthood of Jesus was 
emphasized. The San Damiano Cross pictures the luminous figure of the resurrected Christ radiating out 
from a dark and deathlike background. He presides over an all inclusive cloud of witnesses: companions 
and friends, souls who have gone before him, and heavenly spirits. All of these figures have the hand of 
God pictured over them in a blessing. The crucifix is a distinctive art piece used by those who practice a 
Franciscan spirituality.

The San Damiano Cross is a symbol of the Franciscan heritage and identity of Viterbo. It attempts to stress 
the promise by God of a future that will respond to human hope. It affirms the continuity between the 
exercise of human freedom in this world and the final state of things. It draws all into the reality of God’s 
life. The San Damiano Cross offers a true and contemporary symbol for Franciscan higher education.
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Academic Regalia

The academic dress worn today for ceremonial occasions originated in the universities of the Middle Ages 
when classrooms were unheated and the academic gown and hood kept scholars warm. It became a dis-
tinctive symbol of academic pursuit, setting the academic apart from the non-academic, hence the phrase 
“gown versus town.”

The gown was standardized in the United States in 1894 when the American Intercollegiate Commission 
determined that all robes would be black. The master’s robe is distinguishable by long, closed sleeves; 
the doctor’s gown by a facing of black velvet from the hem to the neck and back, with three velvet bands 
around each sleeve above the elbow.

The traditional hood, also black, displays significant colors. The lining represents the colors of the univer-
sity granting the wearer’s highest degree. The color of the hood facing signifies the individual’s academic 
discipline or school of study.

Although there has been much innovation in gown and cap design in recent years, the standard colors 
representing the various academic disciplines have remained the same: white (arts and letters), purple 
(law), scarlet (theology), dark blue (philosophy), yellow (science), brown (fine arts), pink (music), copper 
(economics), lemon (library science), light brown (business), light blue (education), citron yellow (social 
work), and apricot (nursing).

Flags

The colored flags displayed on stage represent the academic disciplines offered by Viterbo University. The 
international flags also displayed on the stage today represent the home countries from which candidates 
for graduation have come. The displaying of flags is intended to show Viterbo University’s commitment 
and respect for a diverse community.

Viterbo Alma Mater
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ASSOCIATE DEGREE  
CANDIDATES
Associate of Arts

Sireeta G. Calvert*
La Crosse, WI

Emily Jo Gerke
Bangor, WI

Amy Lynn Gerken
La Crosse, WI

Anthony A. Larson
Tomah, WI

Kassandra Marie Ralph*
Phoenix, AZ

Susan P. Tully
Viroqua, WI

BACCALAUREATE  
DEGREE CANDIDATES
Bachelor of Arts

Raisa Benusa
Arcadia, WI

English
Honors Program Capstone:  
Refracted Reflections: A Medieval 
Woman's Compleignte

Annie C. Deutsch
New Hampton, IA

Music

Desiree Lynn Parker
Bangor, WI

Social Work

Beth Ann Reis
Loyal, WI

Spanish

Jason Andrew Schumer
Mauston, WI

Spanish

Stephanie N. Stacey
New Berlin, WI

Criminal Justice

Lisa M. Volden
La Crosse, WI

Addiction Studies

Kasie Lee Von Haden
Tomah, WI

English
Honors Program Capstone: The 
Purpose of Susan: C.S. Lewis, 
Sexism and Theology

Sarah Kammerer Ward
Inver Grove Heights, MN

Theatre

Bachelor of Business  
Administration

Courtney J. Anderson*
Stewartville, WI

Management

Christopher Bagshaw
Winona, MN

Management

Andrew J. Behnke*
Marshall, MN

Marketing

Dennis Benthin*
Hamburg, Germany

�Sport Management and  
Leadership

Meghan Louise Betz
Caledonia, MN

Accounting

Juliana Muñoz Bohorquez
Bogotá, Colombia

Management
Honors Program Capstone: Fair 
Trade Business Initiative for 
Global Partners

Brandon Buelow
Milwaukee, WI

�Sport Management and  
Leadership

Sean Phillip Anthony Clarke
Lakeville, MN

Marketing

Benjamin J. Decker
Dousman, WI

Management

Adam Thomas Dickinson
Edgerton, WI

Accounting

Ansel E. Ericksen*
La Crosse, WI

Marketing

Andrew C. Farrell*
Middleton, WI

�Sport Management and  
Leadership

Brandon James Friell
La Crosse, WI

Computer Information Systems

Danielle Fry*
La Crosse, WI

Marketing

John L. Garry
Rochester, MN

Organizational Management/ 
Management and Information 
Technology

Candidates for Graduation
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Nicholas Thomas Haas
Richland Center, WI

Management

Tyler D. Hafermann
Wisconsin Rapids, WI

�Sport Management and  
Leadership

Nathan S. Hamilton
Rockland, WI

Organizational Management

Lisa Kay Koski Henderson
La Crescent, MN

Organizational Management

Martin Richard Hilliker
La Crosse, WI

Organizational Management/ 
Management and Information 
Technology

Kari R. Honer
Richland Center, WI

Organizational Management

Rachel Joanne Hoskins*
Houston, MN

Accounting

Amanda M. Householder
Galesville, WI

Organizational Management

Elizabeth Ramona Johnston
Necedah, WI

Marketing

Tyler L. Kietzer*
Mankato, MN

Management

Beth A. Kirchner*
Eau Claire, WI

Accounting

Leslie Ann Koenig*
Wilton, WI

Organizational Management

Danielle Elisabeth Kurtz
Andover, MN

Marketing

Toni Rae Kvalheim
Sparta, WI

Organizational Management

Jason T. Lepke
La Crosse, WI

�Sport Management and  
Leadership

Teague Montana Mitchell
Stillwater, MN

Management

Steven Ledesma Mora
Soledad, CA

Management

Courtney E. Moran*
La Crosse, WI

Organizational Management

Jessi Moss*
Onalaska, WI

�Management Information  
Systems

Joseph Moua*
La Crosse, WI

Organizational Management

Benjamin Joseph Nugent
Holmen, WI

Computer Information Systems

Rebecca L. Olson*
Sparta, WI

Organizational Management

Jo Marie Peterson*
Hillsboro, WI

Organizational Management

Bobbi J. Raasch
Tomah, WI

Accounting

Jason Andrew Schumer
Mauston, WI

Management

Linda M. Seubert*
La Crosse, WI

Organizational Management

David A. Sokolik*
La Crosse, WI

Marketing

Kathleen J. Solberg*
Sparta, WI

Organizational Management

Melissa A. Staige*
Holmen, WI

Accounting

John M. Strecker
Onalaska, WI

Organizational Management

Jarrett J. Svestka
Decorah, IA

Computer Information Systems

Samuel R. Tanke
Onalaska, WI

Marketing

Melissa Marie Weaver
Trempealeau, WI

Management

Nicholas Duane Wyss
New Lisbon, WI

Management

Kao Xiong*
La Crosse, WI

Organizational Management

Continued on next page
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Bachelor of Fine Arts

Michael Lee Birr
Reedsburg, WI

Theatre

Ross David Bradley
West Salem, WI

Theatre

Emily Sarah Creaser
London, England

Theatre

John W. W. Dobbratz
Mayville, WI

Music Theatre

Steven G. Frankenfield
Shorewood, MN

Theatre

Derek J. Freese
Sauk Rapids, MN

Studio Art

Jill D. Iverson
Minocqua, WI

Music Theatre

Tonya Jo Laws
Janesville, WI

Arts Administration/Theatre

Chelsea Ann McManimon-Moe
Caledonia, MN

Theatre

Samantha Megan Pauly
Bettendorf, IA

Music Theatre

Alyssa Marie Perau
Dodge Center, MN

Theatre

Alice Marie Storm Ruff
La Crosse, WI

Studio Art

Joseph Stamp-Romero
Belize City, Belize

Arts Administration

Courtney Toepel
Kiel, WI

Music Theatre

Bryce Elliott Turgeon
New Orleans, LA

Theatre

Sarah Kammerer Ward
Inver Grove Heights, MN

Arts Administration

Bachelor of  
Individualized Learning

Keith A. Frye
Holmen, WI

Bachelor of Liberal Studies

Michelle Lee Jerome
La Crosse, WI 

Nicole Elizabeth Strong
Camp Douglas, WI

Nissa R. Tolvstad
Holmen, WI

Bachelor of Music

Alyssa L. Loest
Mayville, WI

Music Education
Honors Program Capstone:  
Integrating Tablet Technology 
into the Elementary Classroom

Ashley Mispagel
Appleton, WI

Music Performance

Aidan J. Smerud
La Crosse, WI

Music Performance

Bachelor of Science

Brooke E. Anderson
Iola, WI

Biology

Heidi Fern Arbuckle
Wilton, WI

Social Work

Sarah L. Arnold
Cashton, WI

Psychology

Kris R. Aspenson II*
Ferryville, WI

Criminal Justice

Paige Elizabeth Babiash
West Salem, WI

Sport Science and Leadership

Barbara Ann Barghahn
La Crescent, MN

Addiction Studies

Enrique Alexander Becwar
Boscobel, WI

Biology

Joseph William Bergles
Geneseo, IL

Sport Science and Leadership

Nickolas R. Betz
La Crosse, WI

Criminal Justice

Alexandra L. Bice
La Crosse, WI

Psychology
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Samantha Lynn Bodden
Algonquin, IL

Biology
Honors Program Capstone:  
The Effects of 17-Estradiol on  
Reproduction of Fathead  
Minnows Pimephales promelas

Benjamin H. Bohnert
Sparta, WI

Criminal Justice

Leiah Nicole Bowen*
Rice Lake, WI 

Integrated Studies

Mark Alan Braatz
Shawano, WI

Business Education

Sabrina Lynn Bruehling
Abbotsford, WI

Biology

Tina L. Cochems-Wendt*
Tomah, WI

Integrated Studies

Christopher M. Colgan
La Crosse, WI

Broad Field Social Studies

Kelsey J. Connor*
Caledonia, MN

Criminal Justice

Jennifer L. Coppens
La Crosse, WI

Psychology

Nikki M. Decker
Rushford, MN

Biopsychology

Daniel David DeWitz
Good Thunder, MN

Biopsychology

Nicole L. Emberson
De Kalb, IL

Social Work

Sarah L. Erickson
Winona, MN

Integrated Studies

Keith Daniel Fitzgerald
Osceola, WI

Biochemistry

Janel Nicole Gassner*
West Bend, WI

Biopsychology

Cassondra Jean George
La Crosse, WI

Biopsychology

Devin Nicole Ghent
La Crosse, WI

Psychology

Nick Graham*
Tomah, WI

Integrated Studies

Jeffrey A. Groth
Winona, MN

Technology Education

Alexis Bianca Guerrero
Belize City, Belize

Psychology

Joseph Hanratty
Elroy, WI

Technology Education

Kimberly J. Hanson
La Crosse, WI

Addiction Studies

Chelsea Brianne Haschke*
New Lisbon, WI

Psychology

Emily Ann Heimer
Adams, MN

Biopsychology

Amber M. Hofland*
La Crosse, WI

Psychology

Jaclyn S. Holger*
Rushford, MN

Criminal Justice

Megan Ann Hussey
West Salem, WI

Biology

Keith Michael Idso
Stewartville, MN

Criminal Justice

Samantha Jean Jackson
Fennimore, WI

Biology
Honors Program Capstone:  
Bioinformatic Analysis of the  
Mismatch Repair Pathway in  
Fluviicola taffensis DSM 16823

Anastasia Lynn Jensen
Andover, MN

Social Work

Mark Edward Jensen
Buffalo, MN

Biology

Carrie Lynn Jick
La Crosse, WI

Social Work

Jason D. Johnson
Tomah, WI

Natural Science
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Stephanie Lynn Kane
Geneseo, IL

Mathematics
Honors Program Capstone: It’s 
Not Just for Facebook Any More:  
Effectively Creating an Online 
Training Course for Resident 
Assistants

Melissa A. Katner
Roberts, WI

Biology

Keith Raymond Lease
La Crosse, WI

Social Work

Gina Marie Lekies
Medford, WI

Biology

Sarah Jean Lieser
Elk River, MN

Biochemistry
Honors Program Capstone:  
The Loss of Hoxa-10 Results in 
Imprinted Gene Alteration  
During Decidualization

Michelle M. Linder
Eastman, WI

Visual Communication

Molly Lo
Maplewood, MN

Social Work

Joseph M. Lopez
Hugo, MN

Sociology

Robert C. Marconi
Holmen, WI

Integrated Studies

Amanda Susan Marshall
Marshfield, WI

Criminal Justice

Brandon Paul Meiners*
Caledonia, MN

Criminal Justice

Angela Mensink
Preston, MN

Psychology
Honors Program Capstone: 
Recovery Narratives: A Gender 
Based Study on Relationships, 
Resiliency, and Recovery

Linc Jeffery Middlebrook
Detroit, MI

Social Work

Randall Lloyd Nall
Baraboo, WI

Biochemistry

Brian T. Nichols
Onalaska, WI

Integrated Studies

Rhianna Irene Nichols
Tomah, WI

Biology

Kelsey Rae Nottestad
Ontario, WI

Social Work
Honors Program Capstone: 
PLAYgroup: Building Parent-Child 
Relationships Through Play

Danielle M. Olson*
Marshfield, WI

Criminal Justice/Psychology

Erik David Olson
La Crosse, WI

Biology

Paige Meggan Patchin
Lowell, AR

Integrated Studies

Kristen Ann Pavela
La Crosse, WI

Social Work

Joseph R. Perry
Merrill, WI

Biology

Cassandra Jo Reed
Clear Lake, WI

Biology

Yvette A. Rehberg
La Crosse, WI

Integrated Studies

Colin M. Routh*
Salt Lake City, UT

Psychology

Cole Scheidegger
Oconomowoc, WI

Biochemistry

Kaila Marie Schoenberger
St. Louis, MO

Biopsychology
Honors Program Capstone:  
YdfM: A Possible Bacillus subtilis 
Manganese Exporter

Helen Katherine Schutkoske
Hudson, WI

Theatre Education

Susan Elizabeth Screnock*
Sparta, WI

Criminal Justice

Haley Jo Seidel
Cazenovia, WI

Psychology

Sarah Kimberly Shiveler
Middleton, WI

Biopsychology

Megan Elizabeth Sievers
Palmyra, WI

Mathematics

Amanda W. Steinhoff
Sparta, WI

Psychology



Jayme Kay Steinhoff
Sparta, WI

Biopsychology

Deborah K. Stelmach
Altura, MN

Addiction Studies

Andrew David Sullivan*
Eagle River, WI

Criminal Justice

Mary Catherine Tallman*
Onalaska, WI

Integrated Studies

Jodie Marie Tirado*
Genoa, WI

Addiction Studies

Nicole Roxanna Tsilis
Onalaska, WI

Integrated Studies

Amanda K. Van Brocklin
Lansing, IA

Biology
Honors Program Capstone: Gene 
Expression Related to Oxidative 
Stress in Drosophila melanogaster 
After Exposure to 670 nm Light

Choua Vue
La Crosse, WI

Social Work

Mandy R. Wagner*
Tomah, WI

Addiction Studies

Austin Charles Wesley
Eau Claire, WI

Technology Education

Kelsey Rae Whalen
Brodhead, WI

Psychology

Alysha M. Wilbanks
Tomah, WI

Social Work

Erica L. Wilczek
Chippewa Falls, WI

Biology

Corey Logan Wilson
Chaseburg, WI

Biology

Jennifer R. Wilson
Stevens Point, WI

Integrated Studies 

Jessica Emma Jean Wolf
Unity, WI

Biopsychology
Honors Program Capstone:  
Individual Biases in Preschoolers' 
Categorization and Language

Paul D. Wuensch*
Rockland, WI

Integrated Studies

Pamee Xiong*
La Crosse, WI

Social Work

Ashley N. Yeske
La Crosse, WI

Addiction Studies

Lisa R. Zillmer
Black River Falls, WI

Social Work

Bachelor of Science in  
Community-Medical  
Dietetics

Amanda Josephine Danzl
Manhattan, IL

Catherine Therese Dempsey
Hastings, MN

Jennifer Marie Hackbarth
Houston, MN

Mindy Lue Hansmeier
Spring Grove, MN

Anna Jane Hudson
Anoka, MN

Samuel Steven Jorgenson
Rochester, MN

Amanda Mary Melinski
Marshfield, WI

Jordan M. Murray
Wilton, WI

Honors Program Capstone: 
Examining the Link Between 
Nutritional Knowledge and  
Frequency of Eating Out in a  
College Population

Tara L. Ringler
Alma, WI

Kaitlyn E. Rothmeyer
Monona, IA

Brittany Jean Stotmeister
Marshfield, WI

Tsz Wai Tsang
Hong Kong

Aric David Waldman*
Stitzer, WI
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Gretchen Marie Wiese
Stoddard, WI

Bachelor of Science  
in Education

Hannah R. Bigjohn
West Salem, WI

Elementary Education

Kimberly Giese
Prairie du Chien, WI

Elementary Education

Kalen R. A. Hagen
Osseo, WI

Elementary Education

Erin R. Jandt
West Salem, WI

Elementary Education

Alyssa L. Loest
Mayville, WI

Elementary Education

Daniel Wesley Machovec
Yuba, WI

Elementary Education

Kristina M. Oesterle
Sparta, WI

Elementary Education

Kyle Jon Oldenburg
Ferryville, WI

Elementary Education

Kyle G. Pronschinske
Whitehall, WI

Elementary Education

Lisa A. Robbins
Holmen, WI

Elementary Education

Lindsey N. White
Tomah, WI

Elementary Education

Cynthia Anne Ziegler
Belleville, WI

Elementary Education

Bachelor of Science  
in Nursing

Diane M. Alber
Tomahawk, WI

Jeffrey P. Amundson
Sparta, WI

Megan Marie Anderson
Rice Lake, WI

Tammy Lynn Aspeslet
La Crosse, WI

Elida Mae Berndt
Merrill, WI

Mariah Elizabeth Boland
Rochester, MN

El Mostafa Boulaayad
La Crosse, WI

Amanda C. Buckles
Stoddard, WI

Abbie Jo Buckman
Lake City, MN

Nicole Lynn Budik*
Eau Claire, WI

Erica Lynn Carter
Oconomowoc, WI

Mariam Ann Case*
Minocqua, WI

Susan M. Chulyk*
La Crosse, WI

Jacquelyn Clauer*
Lodi, WI

Robyn Ann Collins*
La Crosse, WI

Amanda Elizabeth Cravens
La Crosse, WI

Elise B. Dawson
Monroe, WI

Ashleigh DeHart*
Pearson, WI

Amber L. Dehn*
Portage, WI

Tonia Duszynski*
Miami, FL

Theresa Frances Ertl*
Butternut, WI

Carrie Kay Evans*
Osage, IA

Bea Foley
Richland, MI

Barbara Pauline Forrest*
Eau Claire, WI

Ma. Theresa C. Fredrickson*
Amery, WI

Pamela A. Frost
Stone Lake, WI

Debra M. Gallagher*
Seneca, WI

Jessica A. Galstad
Westby, WI

Jeremiah M. Galván
La Crosse, WI

Elizabeth Lee Garcia*
Nekoosa, WI

Teah Briann Geiger
Loyal, WI
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Elizabeth M. George
La Crosse, WI

Kelly L. Goodrich*
Madison, WI

Ryan K. Gorman
Winona, MN

Jessica R. Graham*
Amery, WI

Josie Lynn Grosz
Holmen, WI

Courtney Grotz
Austin, MN

Alanna M. Gumise*
Beloit, WI

Netsanet M. Habtu
Rochester, MN

Gabriel Nicole Hansen
Holmen, WI

Danielle Kristine Hartung
Holmen, WI

Natasha A. Hauser
Prairie du Chien, WI

Jill M. Hebert*
Greenwood, WI

Melissa Sue Heintz*
Houston, MN

Heather J. Harelstad Henry
Chippewa Falls, WI

Michelle A. Hyland*
Oconomowoc, WI

Amber Rose Ideker
Caledonia, MN

Rebecca Ann Immerfall
Marshfield, WI

Erin Katherine Isensee
Chatfield, MN

Janae K. Johnson
West Salem, WI

Tracey Marie Johnson*
Beloit, WI

Lynn Marie Kane*
Lancaster, WI

Mary Lynn Kessenich*
Madison, WI

Brenda Lea Klahn*
Oregon, WI

Amanda Leigh Klein
Dickeyville, WI

James G. Kobs*
Fitchburg, WI

Lamin Kolley*
Sun Prairie, WI

Katherine Marie Kotschi
Oshkosh, WI

Kelsie Jo Krenz
Osseo, WI

Julie Lynn Kries*
Chippewa Falls, WI

Joseph T. Kuzma
Phillips, WI

Troy Alan Lambert
La Crescent, MN

Stephanie Marie Lanz
La Crosse, WI

Stacey I. Larson*
Soldiers Grove, WI

Janelle Marie Lauersdorf*
Melrose, WI

Tracy Lynn Laufenberg*
Onalaska, WI

Wiley A. Lawrence*
Madison, WI

Irene Marie Lawson
Tooele, UT

Ashley Lewison
Westby, WI

Jamie Nicole Liles
West Salem, WI

Carolyn Amy Loomis
Chippewa Falls, WI

Kelly Lynn Loomis
Baraboo, WI

Tony B. Madigan
Dane, WI

Emily Sue Malay
Onalaska, WI

Kate Elizabeth Malone
La Crescent, MN

Dawn Marie Marty
Chetek, WI

Andrea Marie Matthiesen
Stewartville, MN

Clare H. McCarthy
Caledonia, MN

Emma E. McCarthy
Eau Claire, WI

Kelly Anne Meiners
Caledonia, MN

Sierra Marie Meyer
Holmen, WI

Continued on next page
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Sarah Anne Miller
La Crosse, WI

Kimberly J. Miner
Rochester, MN

Ashley Nicole Misch
Whitehall, WI

Addichtra Shadarly Moore*
Cross Plains, WI

Marsha Paulene Mortimer*
Dodgeville, WI

Mercy Moua
Holmen, WI

Lynn A. Mytinger
Weston, WI

Karen Ann Nelson*
Fitchburg, WI

Deanne M. Niay*
Watertown, WI

Gerard Vunang Nkwain
�Bamenda, North Region,  
Cameroon

Megan A. Olson
Sparta, WI

Tara Rose O'Neil
Lino Lakes, MN

Sarah Elizabeth Osowski
La Crosse, WI

Morgan Mae Ostrem
Coon Valley, WI

Samuel Thomas Pankonen
Wisconsin Rapids, WI

Lori Pedretti
Westby, WI

Molly Therese Pedretti
Prairie du Chien, WI

Justine Bedward Peloch
Prairie du Chien, WI

Megan Jean Pick
Plainview, MN

Reeva Marie Pittz
Mineral Point, WI

Jessica R. Powers
Mauston, WI

Katelin Raether
Minneapolis, MN

Abigail Christine Reamer
West Salem, WI

Megan Ashley Reed
Clear Lake, WI

Beth Ann Reis
Loyal, WI

Shawn I. Richter*
Rice Lake, WI

Moireen J. Ring*
Lake Mills, WI

Lauren Elizabeth Rohlik
Plainview, WI

Jaime Lynn Roth
Fort Atkinson, WI

Lauren Elizabeth Schnell
Rochester, MN

Brianna Marie Schulthess
Pewaukee, WI

Nicole A. Seibert
Green Bay, WI

Jennifer L. Selner
Denmark, WI

Julia Ann Smith
Stanley, WI

Oliver G. Smith
Cambridge, WI

Crystal G. St. Louis*
Watertown, WI

Kyle J. Stellpflug
Whitehall, WI

Heidi Marie Stipek*
Cornell, WI

Kelsey Jo Strey
Oconomowoc, WI

Cassie L. S. Sullivan*
Mauston, WI

Samantha R. Swieter
La Crosse, WI

Kayla Michelle Sygulla
Whitehall, WI

Sara Ann Tacke*
Medford, WI

Kelsey Marie Tentis
Kellogg, MN

Haley Brie Thompson
Zumbrota, MN

Jackolyn M. Thorson*
Marathon, WI

Lisa Anne VonWald
Rochester, MN

Jessica Elaine Walter
Rochester, MN

Dena Marie Warmus-Horvath
Wausau, WI

Sarah Ann Weinandt
Wabasha, MN
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Peter James Westerberg*
Eau Claire, WI

Sarah M. Wetterlin*
La Crescent, MN

Suzanne M. Wheeler*
Durand, WI

Danielle D. Wynn*
La Crosse, WI

Amy Leigh Yurkovich
Greenwood, WI

Angela A. Zimmerman*
Monticello, WI

Ashley Ann Zobeck
La Crosse, WI

MASTER DEGREE  
CANDIDATES

Master of Arts in  
Education

Justin M. Ballard
Des Moines, IA

Nicholas Ray Christensen
Des Moines, IA

Natasha Anne Davis
Des Moines, IA

Kathleen N. Enos
Norwalk, IA

Laci Marie Erke
Leon, IA

Boston Thomas Freilinger
Des Moines, IA

Michael Brent Garvey
Rock Island, IL

Michelle Renae Hurlburt
Des Moines, IA

Jonathan C. Johnson
Rock Rapdis, IA

Brooks D. Maronn
Eldora, IA

Benjamin Richard Matthies
Boone, IA

Megan Diane Pendroy
Monroe, IA

Susan Kay Peters
Fort Dodge, WI

Nicholas John Potts
Denison, IA

Kelli Sue Story Reis
Webster City, IA

Adam A. Schulte
Clive, IA

Brent David Wooters
Clive, IA

Master of Arts in  
Servant Leadership

Julie Ann Bennett
Mc Farland, WI

Steven John Birchler*
La Crosse, WI

Kristina Ann Gross
La Crosse, WI

John Lugala Lasuba
Rochester, MN

Terri L. Rogan*
St. Louis, MN

Linda Schams*
Onalaska, WI

Debra J. Siebenaler
La Crosse, WI

Melissa Ann Stunkel
Monroe, CT

Kendra L. Sullivan
Kendall, WI

Rebecca L. Thompson
Baraboo, WI

Shari A. Vanderbush*
Onalaska, WI

Deborah Wegner-Hohensee
Green Bay, WI

Master of Business  
Administration

Charles Anton Berendes
La Crosse, WI

Joshua Ryan Berg*
Bangor, WI

Teresa Marie Betsinger*
La Crosse, WI

Margaret M. Braun
La Crosse, WI

Emily Kay Brown
Columbus, OH

Li Can*
Shen Zhen, Guang Dong, China

Joshua Court*
La Crosse, WI

Arthur P. Daley*
Galesville, WI

Continued on next page
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Steven J. Fischer*
Westby, WI

Sara M. Friebel*
Appleton, WI

Joan F. Greendeer-Lee
Tomah, WI

Lloyd A. Haas*
Dakota, MN

Diane Marie Haugen
La Crescent, MN

Darrel D. Holmes*
Fredericksburg, IA

Kyle J. Huth
Richland Center, WI

Nicholas R. Jackson*
River Falls, WI

Chompoonuch Khamkhuan
Mahasarakham, Thailand

Jeffrey Robert Luna
Madison, WI

Justin P. McConnell
Ripon, WI

Derrick Michael Meier
Chilton, WI

Kayla Marie Mergen
Dodge Center, MN

Mark Henry Meyer*
La Crosse, WI

James J. Olson*
Sparta, WI

Lance A. Olson*
Nekoosa, WI

Patel Kalpesh Kumar Jayantilal*
La Crosse, WI

Lawrence George Price*
Winona, MN

Eduardo Augusto Ramirez*
San Salvador, El Salvador

Maegen M. Satka*
Winona, MN

Benjamin Sauter*
Necedah, WI

Ryan Spencer Scheel
Fond du Lac, WI

Sarah E. Soderlund
La Crosse, WI

Daniel Jason Stevens
Madison, WI

Kelsey A. Szudy*
Madison, WI

Jenna L. Wolf
Bangor, WI

Paula J. Zastrow
Holmen, WI

Neal G. Zygarlicke
Marshfield, WI

Master of Science  
in Nursing

Sherri Lynn Bohlinger*
Winona, MN

Andrea Marie Branson*
La Crosse, WI

Dena Leigh Brion*
Mondovi, WI

Alayna Marie Casper*
Westby, WI

Wendy Thomas Cheruiyot*
Bergen, NY

Catherine Colleen Compton*
Beaver Dam, WI

Kirsten Marie Connaughty*
Milton, Ontario, Canada

Jeanine A. Feirer*
Unity, WI

Joshua Paul Fenske*
Spring Valley, MN

Jodie R. Fox*
Chetek, WI

Roxanne M. Grosskopf*
West Salem, WI

Krista Marie Jones*
Rochester, MN

Michele Marie Merten*
Adams, MN

Jill Ann Oswald*
Rochester, MN

Angela Marie Page*
Onalaska, WI

Linda Yang*
Rochester, MN

Rebecca Ann Zatorowski*
Helena, MT

* �Denotes candidate completing 
requirements during the summer 
session (August graduate).
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o
Honors

Gold honor cords are worn by graduates who have achieved a cumulative grade point average of 3.50 or 
above and will have earned a minimum of 45 letter graded credits at Viterbo University upon completion 
of all requirements.
 
Candidates for graduation wearing the cardinal stoles have completed the Viterbo University Honors Pro-
gram. Honors Program capstone project titles are listed by each candidate’s name.
 
In addition, candidates for graduation may qualify to wear cords signifying contributions or achievements 
to a university organization or academic honor society. The organizations are represented by the below colors:
	 • Alpha Kappa Delta (sociology) — teal and silver
	 • Alpha Phi Sigma (criminal justice) — navy and gold
	 • National Society of Leadership and Success — black and platinum
	 • Phi Alpha (social work) — blue and gold
	 • Pi Lambda Theta (education) — yellow
	 • Sigma Theta Tau (nursing) — purple
	 • Student Government Association — cardinal and silver
	 • Tri-Beta (biology) — red and green
	 • Veterans of Armed Services — red, white, and blue

o
This program includes the names of students who, at the time of printing, have filed an application for 
degree. The official granting of the degree is made after all graduation requirements have been successfully 
completed and verified.

o
Viterbo University Board of Trustees
Bernard Aldrich
Richard Artman 
Gerald Baldner
James Birnbaum
Mark Connelly, M.D.
Amy Connolly
Rev. Robert Cook
Celesta Day, FSPA 
Connie Delaney
Marie Des Jarlais, FSPA
John Desmond
Karen Drazkowski

Sue Ernster, FSPA
Fran Ferder, FSPA
Daniel Gelatt
Mary Ann Gschwind, FSPA
Kent Handel
Donna Hansen
Paulynn Instenes, FSPA
Dean Janke
Timothy Johnson, M.D.
Karen Kappell, FSPA
Romana Klaubauf, FSPA
Richard Lommen Jr.

Lee’Ann Mathy
Lucy Ann Meyer, FSPA
Ernest Micek
J. Patrick Murphy, C.M.
Leticia Peña
Nola Jo Ratliff-Cobb
Jack Rusch
Curtis Sampson
Barbara Skogen
Don Weber
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Viterbo History

In 1871, the Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration established a flourishing community in La Crosse 
and began to concentrate on preparing their members to teach in parochial and mission schools through-
out the area. This act ultimately led to the founding of what is known today as Viterbo University. Viterbo 
University is named after the city of Viterbo, Italy, the home of St. Rose of Viterbo. St. Rose of Viterbo is 
the patron saint of the Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration.

The sisters’ efforts evolved into the St. Rose Normal School, accredited by the state in 1890. Since then, 
the university has enjoyed a long and rich tradition of excellence. Eventually, the normal school evolved 
into St. Rose Junior College (1932), Viterbo College (1939), and, finally, Viterbo University (2000).

In 1943, lay women were admitted to Viterbo, and accreditation by the University of Wisconsin occurred in 
1952. Two years later, the university earned accreditation by the North Central Association of Schools, the 
National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education, and the National Association of Schools of 
Music Programs. The health sciences were added in the 1960s, and accreditation by the National League for 
Nursing, American Medical Records Association, and the American Dietetics Association soon followed. In 
1967, lay persons were invited to join the Board of Directors, and a baccalaureate nursing program was initi-
ated. In 1970, Viterbo became coeducational. And in 1972, the first male student received a degree.

In the ’90s, Viterbo expanded its curriculum again, adding graduate programs. Among the four offered is 
the Master of Arts in Education which is one of the largest teacher education programs in the nation.
While Viterbo’s academic programs were undergoing change, the landscape of the campus was also chang-
ing. The 1970s and ’80s were decades of growth for Viterbo, as the enrollment climbed and new buildings 
were dedicated (the Fine Arts Center in 1971, the John Brophy Nursing Center in 1983, and the Student 
Activities Center in 1987).

During the ’90s and well into the new millennium, this expansion continued in an effort to keep pace 
with growing enrollment and to provide students with the best possible facilities. The D.B. and Marge 
Reinhart Center for Ethics, Science, and Technology, the Amie L. Mathy Center for Education and Recre-
ation, and the School of Nursing building are the most recent additions to the campus landscape. The uni-
versity is also in the midst of the construction of Clare Apartments and the renovation of Brophy Center.

Appreciative of its past, confident in the present, and optimistic about the future, Viterbo remains com-
mitted to its unique Catholic and Franciscan mission of preparing students for faithful service and ethical 
leadership.
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