Time is running out…By July 1, 2012 
all TAG teachers and coordinators in Iowa MUST be endorsed.
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 Viterbo University is offering the opportunity to meet that deadline!
Iowa Talented and Gifted Endorsement Instructors:  Linda Moehring (2011-12 ITAG president elect) and Mary Schmidt (2007-09 ITAG president)
Available with the ITAG conference --Educational Strategies for the Gifted (3 graduate credits)
Full course graduate credit available with conference attendance plus two additional weekend classes. Please sign up at the Viterbo vendor booth.
Participants will examine curriculum design, development and compare effectiveness of programming options:  gifted & general educational school improvement models, differentiation, collaboration, inclusion, cluster grouping, pullout and pull-in models.  Classroom strategies to support qualitatively differentiated instruction will be examined, developed, and applied to current practices.  Participants will examine curriculum, evaluate current programs, and make applications & support changes to current classroom and/or building practices.  Continue to develop your professional portfolio to document your understanding and application of the National Gifted Education Standards. 
The Iowa Talented and Gifted Endorsement is a 12-credit endorsement. Completion of the endorsement requirements through Viterbo includes the following required courses:

EDUC 541:
Psychology of the Gifted – 3 credits

EDUC 543:     Identification and Programming for the Gifted – 3 credits

EDUC 540:
Educational Strategies for the Gifted – 3 credits

EDUC 544: 
Administration and Supervision of Gifted Programs – 2 credits

EDUC 545
Gifted Education Internship – 1 credit

APPLY online at http://www.viterbo.edu/applyonline.  

Please submit a copy of your teaching license & have official transcripts sent directly from the university to: Viterbo University, 4949 Westown Parkway, # 195, West Des Moines, IA  50266.   Transcripts marked “issued to student” will not be accepted.

Questions?  Call or email Kathy Westcott at 515-224-4811 or kkwestcott@viterbo.edu.  

Scheduled courses may be viewed at http://www.viterbo.edu/mediowa.aspx?id=5440
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Psychology of the Gifted:  3 graduate credits

Psychology of the Gifted will provide an opportunity examine the issues that educators need to know about the social and emotion development and needs of gifted children. Giftedness is much more than the ability to excel with grades and tests. Participants will examine varying definitions of giftedness and personal beliefs that support and advocate for gifted children or become barriers to them.  This class will examine how gifted students perceive themselves, and how pressures, anxiety, or outside influences impact the fulfillment of their potential We will study what giftedness means, how gifted students can be identified, and consider classroom strategies that can help gifted students to feel safe in the educational environment.  (Prerequisite:  This class is a prerequisite to Identification and Programming for the Gifted)

Identification and Programming for the Gifted:  3 graduate credits

Identification and Programming for the Gifted will provide opportunities to examine the complex issues around identification of gifted students, including twice-exceptionality and English language learners. Participants will study the areas of giftedness as identified in Iowa code: General intellectual ability, creative thinking, leadership ability, visual and performing arts ability and specific ability aptitude. Participants will examine, discuss, determine, and evaluate programming models and options that best meet the needs of each of these populations of students. Participants will examine and begin the development of a professional portfolio which, document personal understanding and application of the National Gifted Education Standards.  (Prerequisite:  Completion of Psychology of the Gifted) 
Administration and Supervision of Gifted Programs
Administration and Supervision of Gifted Programs will provide opportunities to audit, examine, develop, and/or improve their written Comprehensive Gifted and Talented Program Plan and Programming.  Participants will study their current plans, consider best practices in gifted education, analyze data, and more.  Participants will work to answer four questions.  (1) To what extent are gifted and talented services infused in the total educational program? (Foundation); (2) How will we best meet the educational needs of identified gifted and talented students? (Programming and Services); (3) How will we set priorities for gifted and talented programming and the students served?  (Program Management); and (4) How will students benefit as a result of gifted and talented services? (Program Effectiveness).  Participants will examine and continue the development of their professional portfolio which documents understanding and application of the National Gifted Education Standards. – 2 credits
Gifted Education Internship

Gifted Education Internship is the culmination of coursework to qualify for the TAG endorsement.  This internship focuses on application of best practices related to the field of gifted education.  Participants will take part in 20 hours of learning and leadership experiences in multiple educational settings, supervised cooperatively by the university internship supervisor and/or an approved mentor in the field of gifted education.  A minimum of 10 of the required 20 hours must be outside of participant’s current grade level endorsement area.  Participants will showcase their knowledge and skills acquired through their previous three required courses and the on-site clinical experiences in the internship.  Internship opportunities include any administration, supervision or teaching opportunities that are components for either Iowa Code for gifted and talented programming or Gifted Education Standards from the National Association of Gifted Children.  Candidates will reflect upon a minimum of 10 varied experiences.  Upon completion of the internship, candidates will have completed documentation showing understanding and application of each of the NAGC Gifted Education Standards and share their compilation of learning through a 20 minute presentation similar to Viterbo University’s cornerstone presentations. – 1 credit 

Prerequisite(s):  Current Teaching License; Psychology of the Gifted (3 credits); Programming for the Gifted (3 credits); Educational Strategies for the Gifted (3 credits); Administration and Supervision of Gifted Programs (2 credits -- may run concurrently)

