
VUSM	200	Final	Poster	Assignment:	  
The	purpose	of	the	final	VUSM	group	poster	assignment	is	to	give	students	the	opportunity	to	
demonstrate	their	knowledge	of	social	jus>ce	(SJ)	and	apply	a	dis>nct	social	jus>ce	framework	to	analyze	
a	problem	faced	by	a	specific	group	of	peoples.		 
 
Students	will	work	in	groups	of	2-3	students	to	create	a	poster	explaining	the	history	and	circumstances	
of	a	par>cular	group’s	experience	of	social	injus>ce.		What	unites	the	members	of	said	group	could	be	
ethnic,	cultural	or	racial	iden>ty,	socio-economic	situa>on,	sexual	orienta>on	or	gender-iden>fica>on,	
ci>zenship	status,	religious	membership,	etc.	 
 
First,	students	need	to	iden>fy	a	specific	group	that	has	experienced	inequali>es	in	the	past	and/or	
present	because	the	group	is	recognized	as	“different”	from	the	majority	(those	in	dominant	posi>ons	of	
privilege-power).	Students	provide	a	general	descrip>on	of	this	group’s	culture	(what	values,	tradi>ons,	
history	or	circumstances	do	members	of	this	group	share).	In	what	way	does	this	group	posi>vely	self-
iden>fy	and	affirm	themselves	as	members	of	said	group?				 
 
Second,	students	iden>fy	the	kind	of	inequali>es	this	group	has	experienced	(in	what	ways	has	the	
group	been	discriminated	against,	treated	unequally,	and/or	marginalized).	What	is	it	about	said	group’s	
iden>ty	that	led	to	their	unequal	treatment?	Why	was/is	the	group	marginalized?	What	about	their	
prac>ces	or	beliefs	is	perceived	as	disrup>ve	or	threatening?	

Third,	students	employ	a	specific	social	jus>ce	framework	to	analyze	the	treatment	of	said	group.	This	
includes	a	clear	defini>on	of	SJ	framework	and	brief	synopsis	of	its	approach.	The	SJ	framework	makes	
explicit	why	the	differen>al	treatment	of	said	group	is	unfair,	unjust,	and	unjus>fiable.	The	different	
kinds	of	harms,	exclusions,	and	sanc>ons	imposed	on	the	group	are	explored.			  
 
Fourth,	students	use	the	social	jus>ce	framework	to	explore	ways	this	unjust	treatment	has	been,	or	can	
be,	remedied.	How,	if	at	all,	have	the	injus>ces	been	rec>fied?	What	more	can	be	done?		What	key	
resource/ins>tu>on	is	lacking	to	help	said	group	reclaim	their	dignity	and/or	affirm	their	own	dis>nct	set	
of	values?		

Fi<h,	students	explain	how	the	experiences	of	said	group	help	us	beUer	understand	social	jus>ce	and	
equity.		Students	iden>fy	something	they	personally	have	done	or	can	do	to	help	address	the	injus>ces	
faced	by	said	group.	  
 
Research:	Students	can	research	the	problem	of	social	jus>ce	from	a	variety	of	angles.	They	could	
interview	people	who	have	directly	experienced	injus>ce	or	those	in	posi>ons	of	leadership	who	try	to	
help	those	groups	who	are	the	vic>ms	of	injus>ce	(prejudice	and	discrimina>on).		Students	could	engage	
directly	in	service-learning	experiences	related	to	the	communi>es	they	are	wri>ng	about	or	they	could	
take	a	more	tradi>onal	academic	approach	and	confine	their	research	to	credible	books/ar>cles	on	the	
group.			

Presen*ng	the	Poster:	One	aXernoon	at	the	end	of	each	semester	will	be	reserved	for	groups	from	all	
VUSM	200	classes	to	meet	and	present	their	poster.		 
Advice	on	Posters:	hUps://www.viterbo.edu/undergraduate-research/resources-students

https://www.viterbo.edu/undergraduate-research/resources-students

