
 
 
The story opens on a farm with the birth of a litter of pigs. The farmer, Mr. Arable, is about to
slaughter the tiniest one, or the "runt," but is stopped by the pleading of his young daughter,
Fern. She takes over the bottle-feeding and special care required for such a little pig, whom
she names Wilbur, and the pig flourishes. Now that Wilbur is growing, Mr. Arable must sell
him– but, again at Fern's urging, the pig is sold to her Uncle Homer Zuckerman. Since the
Zuckerman's farm is just down the road, Fern can still visit him often. 
 

On the Zuckerman's farm, Wilbur meets many new animals– Goose and Gander, Sheep, and
Templeton the Rat– but without Fern around as much, he admits to feeling lonely. One night,
a voice answers his wishes, and promises to be his friend. The next morning, he finds out that
the voice belongs to a beautiful grey spider named Charlotte. Although Wilbur is nervous
about trusting this new acquaintance (she captures bugs in her web, so he thinks she's
"brutal"), he soon learns that Charlotte is his loyal and true friend when she devises a plan to
save him from his inevitable trip to the slaughterhouse. Through her talent at weaving words
into her web, and her sacrificing of most of her energy to do so, she convinces "the people"
that Wilbur is "some pig," and he is insured a long life in the barnyard. 
 
 

Study Guide

Our play is based on E.B. White's classic
book, Charlotte's Web, which has been read
by generations of children since it first
appeared in 1952 and remains a favorite
today.

The Story

Before Seeing the Play
1. Ask students if they have ever visited a farm. If so, what kinds of animals did they see
there? Read about farms in class, or show a film or video about raising animals on a
farm.

2. Review the following vocabulary words which will be heard in the play: Tell students
to listen, and look, for some of these words in the play.

Runt

Slops

Terrific

Radiant

Gander

Lonesome

Humble

Goslings
Famous

Loyal

The smallest animal born of the litter

Food scaps fed to pigs

Tremendous, great

Shining brightly

Male goose

Alone, lonely

Modest, respectful

Baby geese

Known about by many people

Faithful, devoted, true

Charlotte's Web



4. In our play, there are fewer actors than characters. Ask children to observe closely to see if
they can tell which actors play more than one part. 

3. Show the class a picture of a spider's web. Does it look like something that would be easy
or difficult to make? Explain how the web is used to capture food for the spider. Finish the
lesson with a discussion of the way a spider makes an "egg sac" for their hundreds of eggs,
which then hatch into baby spiders.

5. Since the main theme of the play is friendship, have a class discussion on this topic. What
makes a good friend? What kinds of things do friends do for each other? Have students give
examples from their own circle of friends.

8. Activity Sheet. Attached is a "fun sheet" with two activities based on Charlotte's Web for
your class to do after they have seen the play.

After Seeing the Play
1. How does Fern convince her father not to kill the smallest pig– the runt– of the litter?
What does she do to help raise the little pig?

2. When Wilbur moves to the Zuckerman farm, he meets many animals but is still lonely until
he meets Charlotte. What is different about Charlotte that makes her become Wilbur's friend?

3. When Wilbur first meets Charlotte, he wonders if he will ever learn to like someone who is
so "brutal" and "bloodthirsty," yet Charlotte soon becomes his best friend. Have you ever
changed your opinion about someone after you got to know them better? Are first
impressions always reliable?

4. In the play, we see both Charlotte and Templeton the Rat do things for Wilbur which help
to save his life. Do they both help him for the same reasons? How is Templeton convinced to
help? Why does Charlotte make sacrifices for Wilbur? What does Wilbur do to return the
favors?

5. Although our play is not a musical, there is music heard throughout. How is music used in
setting the mood? What kind of music is played for the happy parts? The sad parts? Tell
students to listen for music that sets the mood the next time they see a movie or television
show.

6. Ask students if they were able to pick out the actors playing more than one character.
What did the actors do to show that they were playing different parts (change costumes,
voices, body movements)? How did the actors portray the animal characters? Have children
take turns imitating different animals sounds. If these animals could talk, how would they
sound?

7. Ask students if they can remember which words Charlotte wove into her web (SOME PIG,
TERRIFIC, RADIANT, HUMBLE). How did the appearance of these words save Wilbur's life?
What other words can they think of that Charlotte might have used?

Students may also enjoy these animal stories by E.B. White, free on Google Books: 
For Further Reading
Stuart Little

The Trumpet of the Swan

https://books.google.com/books?id=pQN4BgAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=XwR4BgAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=the+trumpet+of+the+swan&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiTyefmx-LjAhWRc98KHcQHCB0Q6AEIKDAA#v=onepage&q=the%20trumpet%20of%20the%20swan&f=false


There are 10 words from the play hidden in this puzzle. Circle the words you find.
Remember, the words can be forwards, backwards, up, down, and even diagonal!

Word Search

A N S L O P S B
S R G T R I H O
P A G X O G E T
I B F A I R E W
D C E Z N W P W
E R J M U D T T
R U N T Q E E A
E L B M U H A R

Spider Rat

Word Bank

Pig Gander Runt

Fair HumbleSlops SheepBarn



A N S L O P S B
S R G T R I H O
P A G X O G E T
I B F A I R E W
D C E Z N W P W
E R J M U D T T
R U N T Q E E A
E L B M U H A R

Answer Key

Spider Rat

Word Bank

Pig Gander Runt

Fair HumbleSlops SheepBarn



Connect the Dots
Charlotte has a hole in her web! Help her fix it by connecting the dots in order, 1-10.


