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I. Course Description
Builds on Nursing 245- Introduction to Nursing Research. Continues the study of the           quantitative research process including  the understanding and utilization of findings.  Selected quantitative research studies will be reviewed, critiqued and presented. Students will have the opportunity to create and present a poster reflecting a quantitative nursing research study.

II. Course Prerequisites 
      N245 Introduction to Nursing Research
III. Course Outcomes 
      At the completion of this course, the student will be able to:
      Critical Thinking

      Critique quantitative research.
      Aesthetic Sensitivity  
      Craft a poster of quantitative nursing research that is complete and skillfully   

       presented. 
      Communication
      Create and present a poster of quantitative research that is skillfully and cohesively 
      Share critique findings in small group format.

      Research

      Understand the components of the quantitative research process.

      Read, understand and critique quantitative research studies.         

      Values/Ethics

      Examine ethical values reflected in the quantitative research process.
       Professionalism

       Discuss findings in quantitative studies for applicability to nursing practice. 

       Examine the role of the nurse within the quantitative research process. 

IV. Teaching-Learning Strategies

     Lecture/discussion, Think-pair-share
     Double entry journal
     Individual and small group work
     Class presentations of research article critiques

     Poster presentations of quantitative nursing research
V. Evaluation and Grading
1. Critiques & homework assignments
          60 points

2. 1 quiz (40 points)



40 points

3. Poster presentation of nursing research
40 points

4. Peer evaluation of group work
          10 points

5. Key point/reflection                                      5 points
A = 94% and above



C = 80-84%

AB = 92-93%




CD = 78-79%

B = 87-91%




D = 74-77%
BC = 85-86%




F = 73 and below%

VI. Required text
Fain, J. A. (2004) Reading, understanding and applying nursing research (2nd ed.). 

Philadelphia: F. A. Davis.

*Selected research articles will be required.  You will need to make your own personal copies from the library (on reserve). 

VII. Policies and student responsibilities
Those stated in the Student Policy Handbook are in effect for this course. 

Non discrimination on the Basis of Disability
If you are a person with a disability and require any auxiliary aids, services or other accommodations for this class, please see Wayne Wojciechowski, the American with disabilities Act Coordinator (796-3085) or Judy Talbott within seven to ten days to discuss your accommodation needs.

  Academic Honesty:  Students are expected to adhere to the University policy regarding academic honesty for all assignments and testing. This can be found in the general student handbook. Failure to adhere to standards for academic honesty may result in failure of the course. Unit tests are not returned to students except in the presence of an instructor. Any unit test in the possession of the student outside of the classroom is unauthorized and should be reported to the instructor. This course abides by the Honor Code adopted by the School of Nursing.

Viterbo University School of Nursing 

Honor Code 

I am committed to academic honesty and the five core values of the School of Nursing at Viterbo University, even in the face of adversity.   

Core Values


Caring



We recognize and honor the dignity of students and faculty. 

We strive to interact with all persons in respectful and compassionate ways.


Integrity



We accept personal accountability for all we say and do.

We strive to base our actions on ethical principles and values that flow from the Franciscan tradition.*


Commitment



We are committed to pursuing excellence in education and learning.

We are committed to advocate for the health of all persons and for advancing the profession of nursing. 

We are committed to professional development through scholarly activities.

Collegiality

We recognize and celebrate diversity and contribute our individual talents to our common work as scholars and professionals. 


Wisdom

We recognize that reflection and discernment are integral to learning and professional growth and are vital for advancing nursing practice.

To attain these ideals, I embrace this honor system as my way of life. 

*Ethical Principles include autonomy, beneficence, nonmaleficence, justice and veracity.

*Values include reflection, service, hospitality and stewardship.

._________________________________________________________________

Students: Please add this statement to every nursing paper you submit. 

“I pledge that I have not cheated, plagiarized or falsified information in preparation of this paper.”  ______________________________________signature

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please read, date, sign, detach at dotted line and turn in to instructor.

I agree to abide by the Honor Code of the School of Nursing at Viterbo University.

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Course #_____Date______Signature_________________________________________

Week :    Date

1
Jan. 20        Introduction and course overview

2
Jan. 27
       Guest speakers: 
3
Feb. 03       Problem statement & review of literature lecture 
4
Feb. 10       Problem statement & review of literature critique
5
Feb.17        Theoretical Framework & Conceptual Models/Hypothesis & Research 
       questions

6
Feb. 24       Sampling and Setting 
7
Mar. 03      Turn in take home exam & article for poster presentation
            Mar. 10      Spring Break
8
Mar.17        Evidence Based Practice

Mar. 24        Easter Break
9.
Mar. 31         Principles of Measurement & Data analysis 
10
Apr.  7         Quantitative nursing research critique of measurement & data            

                                analysis 

 11       Apr. 14       Interpreting and reporting research findings 

12
Apr. 21        Poster presentations of research articles-trial run
            Apr.  26       Students in tues. clinicals present 1-3pm
            April 27       Students in wed. clinicals present 1-3pm

13 
Apr  28       Nursing research on the green.



         Students in Marshfield Clinical present poster today

                                Poster presentation  Speaker FAC 1-2
14        May  5         Wrap-up / final evaluations
Final Exam time   Thursday May 12rd  7:40-9:40am BNC 122 
Poster Presentation of Quantitative Nursing Research (40 points) 
Working alone or with a partner*, the student(s) will select a current quantitative nursing research article, and will identify the components of the research process, evaluate the article’s applicability to nursing and present the findings in a poster.  When the poster is presented, the student will be prepared to discuss each component, especially the statistical significance & clinical significance of the findings. The poster will be critiqued April 21 during class time and then presented & evaluated as follows:

                         Fourth rotation Marshfield students present on 4/28 1-2 FAC 

                         Students in tues. clinical present 4/26 1-3pm
                         Students in wed. clinical present 4/27 1-3pm

 *Students in the 4th rotation at the Marshfield Clinic may choose a partner in the same Marshfield rotation or work alone.

Poster Content:

1. Clearly stated research title & author & your name(s)

2. Purpose or research questions, sample, methodology,

3. Findings (statistical significance), implications and recommendations for further research

4. Implications for practice. 

Poster format:

1. Lettering should be legible from 4 to 6 feet. The most visible color for lettering is black or dark blue.

2. Color can add interest & highlight material but too much is visually confusing. Pictures can add interest. 

3. Headings should be larger and bolder than text print.

Faculty & Peer evaluation of poster:

Overall Appearance

1. Is poster readable from 4-6 feet & is there effective use of color?          1  2  3  4 5

Content (Completeness)
2.   Is the title clearly displayed & authors name cited?


      1  2  3  4 5

3.   Are the purpose/research questions, sample & variables clear?   
      1  2  3  4 5

4.   Is the research method & significance of the findings described?            1 2  3  4 5

5. Are the findings & implications for further research & practice clear?    1 2  3  4 5 

Presentation

6.    How skillfully did the presenter respond to questions?
 
      1  2  3  4 5

Recommendations:










Total points______
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Ethics & Nursing Research

In addition to the guidelines for protecting the rights of human subjects (summarized in table 2.2 p. 30 in your text), the following are definitions of values for you to consider when reading nursing research
Altruism is a concern for the welfare and well being of others. In professional practice, altruism is reflected by the nurse’s concern for the welfare of patients, other nurses, and other health care providers. Sample professional behaviors include: demonstrates understanding of cultures, beliefs, and perspectives of others; advocates for patients, particularly the most vulnerable (American Association of Colleges of Nursing, Essentials Document 1998, p.8).

Autonomy is the right to self-determination. Professional practice reflects autonomy when the nurse respects patients’ rights to make decisions about their health care. Sample professional behaviors include: honor the right of patients and families to make decisions about health care; provides information so patients can make informed choices (American Association of Colleges of Nursing, Essentials Document, p.8).

Commitment is dependability, reliability, loyalty

Dignity is respect for the inherent worth and uniqueness of individuals and populations. In professional practice, human dignity is reflected when the nurse values and respects all patients and colleagues. Sample professional behaviors include: provides culturally competent and sensitive care; protects the patient’s privacy; preserves the confidentiality of patients and health care providers (American Association of Colleges of Nursing, Essentials Document, p.9).

.
Social justice is upholding moral, legal and humanistic principles. This value is reflected in professional practice when the nurse works to assure equal treatment under the law and equal access to quality health care. Sample professional behaviors include: supports fairness and non-discrimination in the delivery of care  (American Association of Colleges of Nursing, Essentials Document, p.9).
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Week 1: Jan. 20 

CONTENT

    1. Orientation to course


a. Establish criteria for working in small groups

    2. Overview of Nursing Research

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
1. Recalls importance of research for nurses.
2. Recalls the basic components of the quantitative research process.

ASSIGNMENT


Review chapters 1 & 2, 
          For week 3, Read chapter 5, & bring to class a quantitative nursing            

research article to critique.
Week 2/  Jan. 22

Guest Speakers:

Stacey Czekalski senior student Viterbo University

            Deb Colsch RN, study coordinator, UWL


Dr. Allen DO, Director Student Health Center

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

1 Reflects on the importance of research for nurses.

2 Identifies the basic components of the quantitative research process.

ASSIGNMENT

1. Today in class complete key point’s component of the double entry journal. After class reflect on the key points & turn in next week.

          2. For week 3, Read chapters 3 & 5, & bring to class a quantitative nursing            

            research article with:
a. The problem statement highlighted

b. The review of literature highlighted

c. Primary and secondary literature sources highlighted
Viterbo University School of Nursing N-355
Double Entry Journal-   5points
Name____________________________________________________
	Key Points

1. The importance of research for nursing students & nurses.

2. Components of the quantitative research process presented.

3. Other key points from the speakers today.
Feel free to continue of the back
	Your Reflection
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Weeks 3 & 4 /Feb 3 & 10 
 Topic: Problem statement & review of literature
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES after reading & this class session, you should be able to:
1. Recall sources for research problems.

2. Recall components of a research problem.

3. Identify & critique a problem statement in a journal article.

4. Recognize the significance of the review of literature in research.

5. Identify primary and secondary literature sources.

6. Identify & critique the review of literature in a journal article.

7. Discuss values reflected in a quantitative nursing research article 

ASSIGNMENT

WEEK 3
Re-read chapter 3 p. 43-61
Bring a quantitative nursing research article to class with:
a. The problem statement highlighted

b. The review of literature highlighted

c. Primary and secondary literature sources highlighted
And be prepared to meet in small groups to discuss your article.

WEEK 4

*Come to class with your completed critique of the problem statement (see the guidelines in table 3.1 p.46) and review of literature (see bottom of p.57 & p. 58) for the article your group chose on week 3.
*Be prepared to meet with your group in class today to: develop & present a group critique of these two areas and identify and discuss values reflected in the journal article. 
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Week 5/ February 17 

Topic: Theoretical Framework & Conceptual Models/Hypothesis & Research questions
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES after reading & this class session, you should be able to:
1. Discuss theory as it relates to nursing research.
2. Differentiate between inductive and deductive reasoning.
3. Identify the characteristics of a hypothesis 

4. Understand the use of research questions
ASSIGNMENT


Read chapters 4 & 6, complete and bring to class, answers to questions 1-10 on pp. 363-364 & critical thinking questions pp. 374 & 375.
Week 6 /February  24 
Topic: Sampling and Setting
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES after reading & this class session, you should be able to:
1. Describe factors that influence choice of research design.

2. Explain definition of and threats to internal and external validity

3. Explain the symbolic presentation of research designs. 

4. Recognize types of study designs used in reporting of nursing research.

5. Critique design aspects of research studies.

ASSIGNMENT


Read chapter 7 and bring to class, answers to questions 1-4 p.381
Week 7/March 3 
Topic: -Turn in Take home exam & article for poster
1. Bring to class the following critiques of an assigned article:

Theoretical framework p 72 questions 1&3
Hypotheses or research questions p 99 questions 1&5

Sampling and setting p. 119 questions 1,2,4,6

2. Turn in 1 copy of your group’s nursing research article your poster presentation; include the one or two names of the students in the group. 
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Week 8 /March 17 
Topic: Evidence Based Practice
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES after reading & this class session, you should be able to:
1. Discuss the concept of evidence based practice
2. Understand how to retrieve articles

3. Understand the hierarchy of research evidence

ASSIGNMENT

 Read chapter 5, Complete learning activity p 83 & answer the first 4 synopsis questions.
Weeks9&10 / March 31&April 7
Topic: Principles of Measurement & Data analysis

            Quantitative nursing research critique

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES after reading & this class session, you should be able to:
Discuss issues related to reliability and validity
Recall measures of central tendency
Understand probability as it relates to inferential statistics

Explain confidence levels
ASSIGNMENT

Week 9/March 31 
Read chapters 8 & 10, complete questions 1-5 p. 385 & 1-10 p.393-394.
Week 10/April 7

Bring to class your critique of levels of measurements and issues of reliability and validity, p 137 questions 1-3 & critique of descriptive &/or inferential statistics p.187 questions 1,2 & 5.
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Week11 / April 14
Topic: Interpreting and reporting research findings

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES after reading & this class session, you should be able to:
Interpret the results of a quantitative nursing research study.
Understand the difference between clinical and statistical significance
Create a poster reflecting the key components of the quantitative research process
ASSIGNMENT

Read chapter 15.  Using the article you have chosen for your poster presentation, answer questions 1-5 under learning activity on pp 304-305. If you have a partner, you may answer the questions turning in one assignment with both you names on it.
Weeks 12 &13/April 21st /26/27/28
Topic: Presentation of research posters

See page 6 of the syllabus for presentation schedule
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES after reading & this class session, you should be able to:
1. Demonstrate understanding of the components of the quantitative research process.

      2 Discuss findings in a quantitative studies for applicability to nursing practice. 

Finals time 

May 5th 7:40-9:40 BNC 122
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