Assessment Rubric for the Critical Thinking Pre- and Post Tests:

1. Identifies the writer’s main point.  1-5
2. Identifies the writer’s supporting arguments.  1-5

3. Evaluates the supporting arguments.  1-5
4. Evaluates the argument as a whole.  1-5

5. Articulates and defends his/her own position.  1-5

6. Employs an appropriate and consistent tone.  1-5

                                                                    Total:  30
Alternative:  Takes a creative, interesting, and/or original approach not fully anticipated by the rubric. 1-5

Explanation of the points in the rubric:

1. The student is able to identify the central issue addressed by the author.  Partial points for the identification of a secondary issue as the central one.  No points if the student never makes a statement about the author’s overall thesis.

2. A student may get 5 points if he or she identifies all or most of the supporting arguments. 

3. A student may get 5 points if he or she evaluates all or most of the supporting arguments.  In some cases, students may focus on one or two, deliberately ignoring others, and this may earn 5 points as well.  The student earns 1-2 points for if the basis of his or her evaluation is hasty or ill-founded, 3 points if the evaluation is thoughtful but not well-supported, and 4-5 points if the evaluation is logical, perceptive, and well supported.  

4. The student should offer some kind of overall evaluation of the letter.

5. The student’s own position may emerge clearly through the letter, or it may appear in the first and last paragraphs.

6. Tone can be defined as the attitude a writer takes toward his or her subject matter and audience as reflected in his or her style:  diction, syntax, punctuation, etc.  A tone may be jocular, serious, reflective, ironic, sarcastic, incredulous, etc., but it should be consistent and appropriate for the purpose of the letter.  

7. Alternative:  Occasionally, students will develop creative responses to letters that aren’t full anticipated by these criteria.  A student might write a parody of the original letter, for example.  Graders might assign as many as 5 additional points to these kinds of letters.  

NB:  103 teachers should hand out these assessment criteria with the pre- and post-test instruction sheets, but they should NOT include the “Alternative” criteria.  
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