MATH 110: College Algebra
Fall 2008, 4 credits, MWRF 8:00-8:50 a.m., MRC 414
Instructor: Sheldon Lee
Office:
Phone:
(796) 3658
Email:
Office hours: 9 – 10 MWF, 12 – 2 T, 12 – 1 R

MRC 530
SHLEE@viterbo.edu

Catalog Course Description: Review of basic algebra. Linear and quadratic equations,
applications, functions and graphs. Polynomial and rational functions. Exponential and
logarithmic functions. Systems of equations. The Binomial Theorem. Not applicable toward
mathematics major or minor sequence. Offered each semester. Prerequisite: acceptable
placement exam score or grade of C or higher in 001. General Education Course: G9
Text: Fundamentals of College Algebra, 11th Edition, Swokowski and Cole.
Graded item
Six midterm exams
Homework, group assignments, and participation
Cumulative Final Exam

Percent of overall grade
10% each
20% total
20%

Exams
There will be six in-class exams and a final
Exam 1:
Thurs 9/11
Exam 2:
Exam 3:
Mon 10/13
Exam 4:
Exam 5:
Wed 11/12
Exam 6:
Final Exam: Tues, Dec. 9, 9:50– 11:50 a.m, MC 414
Grading
90% and above
80 – 89%
70 – 79%
60 – 69%

Thurs 9/25
Wed 10/29
Wed 12/3

A
B
C
D

Homework and Group Assignments
Homework will be collected on a regular basis. No late homework will be accepted without
prior approval. If you can’t be in class you can place your solutions in the mail slot of my door
before the time they are due. I may, depending on availability of time, give assignments to be
completed during class in groups or 3 or 4. These also count towards your homework grade.
The lowest three homework (and/or group assignment) scores will be dropped, which includes
missed assignments due to illness or emergencies.

Course Goals and Objectives
Because this course may be taken as part of the General Education requirements, the specific
General Education Core Abilities are listed:
(a)
Thinking: Students engage in the process of inquiry and problem solving.
Briefly study the basic ideas of a first algebra course.
Solve quadratic equations by factoring, completing the square, and by use of the
quadratic formula.
Improve the ability to read and solve application problems by means of constructing
appropriate algebraic models and then applying algebraic techniques to find a solution.
Explore exponential and logarithmic functions, including application problems, and the
efficient and appropriate use of logarithms and their properties.
Learn the techniques of solving systems of equations and appropriately apply these
processes to word problems.
(b)
Ethical Decision Making: Students respond to ethical issues, using informed value
systems.
Students will understand how academic honesty in mathematics requires deductive
reasoning.
Students will understand the need to do their own work, and to honestly challenge
themselves to understand the material.
(c) Communication: Students speak and write to suit varied purposes, audiences,
disciplines, and contexts.
Communicate both in writing and orally throughout the course; particular attention will
be paid to the accurate and appropriate use of the language of algebra.
Use calculators to solve problems, communicate solutions and explore options.
(d)
Cultural Sensitivity: Students understand their own and other cultural traditions and
demonstrate a respect for the diversity of the human experience.
Read, write and manipulate mathematical notation.
Experience mathematics as a culture of its own, with its own language and modes of
thinking.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA):
If you have a diagnosed disability and require services or accommodations for this class,
please inform me and Jane Eddy, the disabilities (ADA) coordinator (MRC 332; 796-3194)
within 10 days to discuss your needs.

